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Introduction
Believing the gospel, Obeying the Savior, 
Discipling the world, For the glory of God.

This statement is a key to church ministry, because it summarizes who the church is and the ministry God has called us to do.  The statement answers several important questions about the church:
· Why does the church exist? 
To believe the gospel, obey the Savior, and disciple the world, for the glory of God.
· What is the goal of ministry in the church? 
To help people believe the gospel, obey the Savior, and disciple the world, for the glory of God.
· In your own life, what are your real needs?  Where do you personally need to grow?  
In believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, and discipling the world, for the glory of God.
· What should be the focus of your relationships, within the church and outside of it? 
To believe the gospel, obey the Savior, and disciple the world, for the glory of God; and to help the other person do so.
· What is our mission? 
To believe the gospel, obey the Savior, and disciple the world, for the glory of God; and to call other people to do so.
Because the concepts behind this summary statement are so essential to believers in the church, the purpose of this small group study is to spend five weeks studying and discussing “Believing the gospel, Obeying the Savior, Discipling the world, for the Glory of God.”
How This Study Works
For each week of the study, you’ll be given a list of Discussion Questions.  If you can, try to spend some time during the week thinking about and answering these questions.  Then, your small group discussion on that week will be based around these same questions.
Each week, you’ll also be given a list of Suggestions for Further Study.  These points won’t necessarily be discussed in your small group meeting, but would be helpful areas for you to spend extra time studying as you try to wrap your arms around the goals of the church.



Believing the Gospel, Part 1
Week One - Small Group Meeting
At your small group meeting, your leader will spend some time introducing this new study and talking about the big picture of believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, and discipling the world for the glory of God. Then, your discussion will focus on the first part of the statement, discussing the questions below.
Discussion Questions
Write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion.  First think through the answer on your own, then turn to other resources.
1. What does the word “gospel” mean?







2. Look up each passage, and summarize what each contributes to your understanding of the gospel:

a. Genesis 1:1, 1:26-31 



b. Genesis 3:1-19



c. Matthew 1:21-2



d. John 1:7-14



e. Mark 15:22-38; 16:1-8



f. Acts 1:1-9



g. Revelation 21 



3. What does it mean “to believe?” What are some synonyms of the word “believe?”




4. Spend some time looking at Romans 10:5-17.  What does this passage say about how you believe, what you believe, and the results of believing?  What is implied about those who do not believe? How does the passage challenge those who already do believe?  How does this passage inform why “believing the gospel” should be one of our core ministry goals?







5. In your own words, summarize the answer to the question, “What is ‘the gospel?’”





Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.
1. Use a Bible study website like ESV.org or BibleGateway.com to search for all the places the word “believe” occurs in the Gospel of John. Read through these verses and note your observation on how they help you understand the idea of “believing the gospel.”

2. Study 1 Corinthians 15, especially 15:1-11.  What were the key elements of the gospel for Paul?

3. Read through the book of Galatians.  Highlight all the times the apostle Paul mentions the “gospel,” and keep a list of observations about what he says about it.

4. Study 2 Corinthians 4:1-7.  What does the passage say about God? About the gospel? About ministry?

5. Read Romans 1, especially 1:16-17.  Note what you learn about the gospel in this passage.

Preview of Next Week
Next week’s small group will continue the study of “Believing the Gospel,” focusing on the continuing importance of believing the gospel for those who are already Christians.

Believing the Gospel, Part 2
Week Two - Small Group Meeting
At your small group meeting, your leader will review the first week’s discussion about “Believing the Gospel.” Then, your group will continue to focus on the first part of the statement, discussing the questions below.
Discussion Questions
Write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion.  First think through the answer on your own, then turn to other resources.
1. Read the following verses and list how the gospel is described in each: 1 Peter 1:12, Romans 1:16, 1 Corinthians 9:23, 2 Corinthians 4:4-6.













2. Make some notes about how the gospel is described in Paul’s prayer in Colossians 1:3-8.  What does the gospel do? When does it bear fruit in the life of a believer? 









3. What does Colossians 1:6 imply about the means by which Christians grow in Christ throughout their lives? How does this relate to Galatians 3:1-3? To Acts 20:32? 















What common Christian ideas about the gospel and sanctification do these verses correct?









4. Read Galatians 2:11-21.  What actions of Peter did Paul find objectionable (2:12)? Why did Paul object so strongly (2:14)?  






5. In light of the study so far and Galatians 2, how does the quote below influence your understanding of what it means to be “believing the gospel?”
	Since Paul uses a metaphor for being “in line” with the gospel, we can consider that gospel renewal occurs when we keep from walking “off-line” either to the right or to the left. The key for thinking out the implications of the gospel is to consider the gospel a “third” way between two mistaken opposites that can be called moralism or legalism on the one hand, and hedonism or relativism on the other hand. Another way to put it is: the gospel opposes both religion and irreligion.  But Christians are those who have adopted a whole new system of approach to God. They may have had both religious phases and irreligious phases in their lives. But they have come to see that their entire reason for both their irreligion and their religion was essentially the same and essentially wrong! Christians come to see that both their sins and their best deeds have all really been ways of avoiding Jesus as savior. They come to see that Christianity is not fundamentally an invitation to get more religious. A Christian comes to say: "though I have often failed to obey the moral law, the deeper problem was why I was trying to obey it! Even my efforts to obey it has been just a way of seeking to be my own savior. In that mindset, even if I obey or ask for forgiveness, I am really resisting the gospel and setting myself up as Savior." To "get the gospel" is to turn from self-justification and rely on Jesus' record for a relationship with God. The irreligious don't repent at all, and the religious only repent of sins. But Christians also repent of their righteousness. That is the distinction between the three groups--Christian, moralists (religious), and pragmatists (irreligious).
 – Tim Keller, from “The Centrality of the Gospel”





6. What is one specific struggle or difficulty for you in life right now? How does/should “believing the gospel” connect with this issue?



7. Based on the first two lessons, summarize below why believing the gospel is important for various groups: 
	For unbelievers:




	For new believers:

	For long-time Christians:

	For you:



Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.  Don’t feel like you have to work through this list in order, just pick one or more that interests you.

1. Look at Jesus’ parable in Luke 15:11-32.  How do the “prodigal son” and his older brother illustrate a failure to live in step with the truth of the gospel?

2. Read Tim Keller’s article on “The Centrality of the Gospel” (on which this study is based) at http://bit.ly/keller-centrality  

3. Try to think through the following three subjects to come to a gospel-based position. In each case, distinguish the moralist view, the hedonist/relativist view, and a gospel view:

1. How/whether to evangelize non-Christians.

2. How to relate (as adults) to difficult parents.

3. How to regard the poor.

4. Select one personal problem or issue in your life. During the next week, pray and reflect and fill out the following form:

1.  The moralistic way to handle this:



2.  The hedonistic way to handle this:



3. The gospel way to handle this:


Preview of Next Week
Next week’s small group will focus on Obeying the Savior.

Obeying the Savior
Week Three - Small Group meeting
At your small group meeting, your leader will review the second week’s discussion about “Believing the Gospel.” Then, your group will focus on the second part of the statement, discussing the questions below.
Discussion Questions
Write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion.  First think through the answer on your own, then turn to other resources.
1. Look at Matthew 28:20. What is Jesus telling his disciples to do? What does “all that I have commanded you” consist of? Do any particular passages in the gospels come to mind?  Does this mean we don’t have to obey the rest of the Bible?







2. What are not biblical reasons for “obeying the Savior”?






3. Why is obeying the Savior so important?  List the reason(s) given by each verse.  For each, give an example of how that reason for obedience impacts your day-to-day Christian life.

a. Matthew 28:18-20_____________________________________________________




b. Matthew 5:16________________________________________________________



c. Matthew 7:21-27______________________________________________________


d. Can you think of any other verses / reasons?                 



4. What does “obeying the Savior” mean for someone who is not a Christian?  Should we talk about “obeying the Savior” with non-Christians? If not, why? If so, how?







5. In the actual practice of your life, how does “obeying the Savior” relate to “believing the gospel?”  Think of some specific examples.






6. One major section of Jesus’ teaching is found in the “Sermon on the Mount,” Matthew 5-7.  Read this passage, be ready to share with the group one particular verse/idea you need to grow in obedience to. 




Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.  Don’t feel like you have to work through this list in order, just pick one or more that interests you.
1. Why is it important to consider the meaning and motivation of Jesus’ commands in connection with the person and work of Jesus?  Think about this for a while, then look at the introduction to John Piper’s book What Jesus Demands from the World for a helpful perspective (available as a free download at http://bit.ly/jesusdemands).

2. Read the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7) asking the question: “how should obeying the Savior relate to assurance of salvation?” Take some notes on what you learn.


Preview of Next Week
Next week’s small group will focus on Discipling the World.

Discipling the World
Week Four - Small Group Meeting
At your small group meeting, your leader will review the third week’s discussion about “Obeying the Savior.” Then, your group will focus on the third part of the statement, discussing the questions below.
Discussion Questions
Write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion.  First think through the answer on your own, then turn to other resources.
1. What is discipleship? 





2. Compare Matthew 28:20 with 2 Timothy 2:1-2.  What do these passages suggest about why Christians ought to both disciple others and be disciples themselves? What do these passages suggest should be the goal of discipleship?  Then, what do Hebrews 3:12-13 and Proverbs 27:5-6 add?







3. What does Matthew 28:18-20 say about who should we disciple? About where we should disciple?









4. What was Jesus’ strategy in discipling his disciples (passages that might help: Matthew 6:7-15; 10:1-42; 28:18-20; Mark 3:14; John 13:1-20)? Which aspects of what he did can we try to replicate?












5. How is the task of making disciples the same or different when working with believers versus unbelievers?  In regard to discipling unbelievers, how does this differ from how you have normally thought of evangelism?





6. What are some specific examples of how you have benefited from discipleship or been used in discipling others? On the other hand, in your experience what are obstacles to being involved in faithful discipleship?











7. What is the relationship of discipleship to believing the gospel?










8. For Jesus, where does “discipling the world” rank in terms of the priority of what his followers should be doing?




10. How do you think a Small Group can facilitate and encourage discipling the world?


Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.  Don’t feel like you have to work through this list in order, just pick one or more that interests you.
1. Read 1 & 2 Timothy, keeping a list of all you learn about the relationship between Paul & Timothy.  What lessons can you bring into your ministry of discipleship?

2. Read the book The Master Plan of Evangelism, by Robert Coleman.  This is an excellent book describing the way Jesus trained his disciples, and implications for the way we disciple others. 

Preview of Next Week
Next week’s small group will focus on the motive: For the Glory of God.




For the Glory of God
Week Five – Small Group meeting
This small group meeting will focus on the motive of glorifying God in all we do, discussing the questions below.
Discussion Questions
Then, write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion:  
1. Read Isaiah 43:1-7.  Why did God create the world? How do Isaiah 43:20-21, 44:23, and 48:9-11 help answer that question? What is wrong with the world (Rom 3:23)?










2. Read Ephesians 1:3-15.  What is God’s purpose in salvation? How do you see this purpose repeatedly expressed in this passage?





3. What was Jesus’ purpose for coming in relation to God (John 7:18)? In relation to humans (Rom 15:8-9)?







4. What is Jesus’ goal for our lives? (John 17:24)







5. In the context of the above questions, what do you think 1 Corinthians 10:31 means? List five very specific ways in which this command applies to your life.






6. Read Matthew 5:16. What is Jesus’ desired result in this verse, and how does he intend for it to be brought about? (see also 1 Pet 2:12)
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7. Why is it important to talk “believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, and discipling the world” together with remembering the glory of God as the motive for all we do?


Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.  Don’t feel like you have to work through this list in order, just pick one or more that interests you.
1. Study some of the biblical passages on this list, from Desiring God, of Biblical Texts to Show God’s Zeal for His Own Glory: http://tinyurl.com/2yh59p

2. Read the article by John Piper, “Fifteen Implications of God’s Glory”: 
http://bit.ly/piper-15implications
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