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Introduction
Leaders Guide Intro 
This is the Small Group Leaders guide for the Goals of the Church small group curriculum.  It is provided in Microsoft Word format to allow you to edit leader notes as you see fit for your group.  The green-colored text (e.g. this paragraph) is extra material specific to leaders.  The black-colored text (see below) is the same text contained in the participant’s guide. Note that, because of the additional material for leaders, page numbers will differ between the two versions.
I compiled this guide out of a passion to see churches, and the believers comprising them, reflect Biblical priorities in their goals for life and ministry. Much of the content that follows is based on two sources: “The Centrality of the Gospel” by Tim Keller, and What Jesus Demands from the World by John Piper. I should also give credit to Grace Bible Church of Grapevine, Texas, where this material was developed and used during my time as pastor.
My prayer for you as you read and study is that this material would help your small group be believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, and discipling the world, for the glory of God.
– Dr. Z.
   ewz.com
Believing the gospel, Obeying the Savior, 
Discipling the world, For the glory of God.

[This section is pretty straightforward if participants have read it.  You may want to review in your own words for the sake of those who haven’t read]
This statement is a key to church ministry, because it summarizes who the church is and the ministry God has called us to do.  The statement answers to several important questions about the church:
· Why does the church exist? 
To believe the gospel, obey the Savior, and disciple the world, for the glory of God.
· What is the goal of ministry in the church? 
To help people believe the gospel, obey the Savior, and disciple the world, for the glory of God.
· In your own life, what are your real needs?  Where do you personally need to grow?  
In believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, and discipling the world, for the glory of God.
· What should be the focus of your relationships, within the church and outside of it? 
To believe the gospel, obey the Savior, and disciple the world, for the glory of God; and to help the other person do so.
· What is our mission? 
To believe the gospel, obey the Savior, and disciple the world, for the glory of God; and to call other people to do so.
Because the concepts behind this summary statement are so essential to believers in the church, the purpose of this small group study is to spend five weeks studying and discussing “Believing the gospel, Obeying the Savior, Discipling the world, for the Glory of God.”
How This Study Works
For each week of the study, you’ll be given a list of Discussion Questions.  If you can, try to spend some time during the week thinking about and answering these questions.  Then, your small group discussion on that week will be based around these same questions.
Each week, you’ll also be given a list of Suggestions for Further Study.  These points won’t necessarily be discussed in your small group meeting, but would be helpful areas for you to spend extra time studying as you try to wrap your arms around the goals of the church.





Believing the Gospel, Part 1
Week One - Small Group Meeting
At your small group meeting, your leader will spend some time introducing this new study and talking about the big picture of believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, and discipling the world for the glory of God. Then, your discussion will focus on the first part of the statement, discussing the questions below.
Introductory Discussion - Getting Started on the Statement
The first week is unique because besides covering the week’s material, you need to take some time to make sure participants understand what the BODG statement is, why we keep talking about it, and why we are building this curriculum around it.  So you should start out by reviewing the material in the introduction (pg. 1), and then by guiding them through a discussion similar to that below:
You should notice a few things about the statement:
1. Notice the structure
There are three goals described, and one overall purpose.  The three goals are 1) believing the gospel, 2) obeying the savior, 3) discipling the world.  Then, “for the glory of God,” is not a fourth goal, but the reason why we strive for the other three goals.
2. Notice the relationships between the parts of the statement
We believe that these foci need to be emphasized together, and that if the church were to emphasize just one (say, “obeying the Savior”) at the expense of the others, we would not be faithful to what God has called us to. We will talk more about these relationships as we go.
3. Notice the tense of statements.  
Each of the key words ends in “-ing.”  In English, the -ing ending creates a present participle, which means the action is continuous.  In our statement, this is deliberate.  We do not believe any of these things are something that can be completed on a particular occasion, or during a particular time in your life, or by particular people in the church.  Rather, we believe all of us need to be involved in this activity continually.


The next question is why.  Why do we believe these are the central elements of church and the Christian life?  One reason is because as we study the Bible, these are the themes that repeat themselves again and again, as we will see throughout this study.  But for now, let’s see how the statement comes out through one particular passage:

The Great Commission – Matthew 28:18-20
Read Matthew 28:18-20 
Look at the context - when does this event take place in the life of Jesus?  What about the context makes you think that what Jesus says here is particularly important?
· The conclusion of any book or letter normally contains an explicit summary of the author’s purpose for writing; Matthew is no exception.
· Jesus emphasized the meeting in Galilee (cf. 26:32; 28:7, 10, 16)
· The disciples had been focused on helping Jesus establish the kingdom on earth, but now that he is crucified and raised, they do not know what they should be doing. According to Acts 1:6, they are still expecting Jesus to restore the kingdom to Israel, even after the resurrection.  So Jesus now gives them their marching orders for the present age, which is the age that we still live in. He starts his disciples on their great work, and the rest of the New Testament and our lives are the rest of the story.
Who is Jesus talking to in these verses? (see 28:16-17) 
· He is obviously talking to the eleven remaining disciples (12 minus Judas).
· But there are reasons for thinking more people were probably present: 1) If Jesus just wanted to say something to the eleven disciples he could have said it in one of his previous post-resurrection meetings with them that he already had (cf. Luke 24; John 20; John 21; Acts 1); 2) And why did they have to go back to Galilee to meet him, unless there were other people involved? 3) “my brothers” in 28:10 probably indicates a group wider than just the disciples; 4) vs. 17 “some doubted” – the disciples probably would not be hesitating to worship after having already seen him resurrected, these hesitators are probably others who have not yet seen him resurrected.
· The point is: This is a message not specifically to the eleven disciples, but to disciples in general. The point is that Jesus was careful to proclaim this message to all who wanted to follow him.  All of his disciples of any sort needed to know the mission he was giving to them.


Summarize in your own words (without using the words “disciple,” “baptize,” and “teach”) what Jesus is telling the disciples to do:
· To teach others to believe in him, follow him, and obey him.
Where do you see believing the gospel in these verses? Obeying the Savior? Discipling the world? Doing those things for the glory of God?
· Believing the gospel: Jesus is speaking to those who do believe in him and are worshipping him as God (28:17).  He tells them to “make disciples” which includes “baptizing them.”  This seems to presuppose a new disciple believing in the gospel (see for example Acts 2:38 where Peter is calling people to be baptized after repenting and believing).  
· Obeying the Savior: A part of making disciples is “teaching them to observe all that I commanded you” (28:20), in other words, “obeying the Savior.”  Also, note Jesus’ emphasis on his own authority in 28:18.
· Discipling the world: The main verb in the passage is “make disciples” in 28:19.  All of the other action described is a part of making disciples.  So disciples are to make disciples!
· For the glory of God: You baptize “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” - you are doing it in and for them through the authority of Jesus.
In other words, when Jesus took the opportunity to summarize the goals or purposes of the church, he addressed the same topics we are focusing on. So it is right to say that that one way of describing the mission that Jesus gave the church is to talk about believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, and discipling the world, for the glory of God.
Discussion Questions
Write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion.  First think through the answer on your own, then turn to other resources.
1. What does the word “gospel” mean?
The word “gospel” (Gk. euvagge,lion) means “good news.”  Before Jesus’ day, the word was most often used for a “message of victory,” where a messenger would come back from a battlefield and announce that such-and-such emperor has defeated his enemies.
It can be confusing because one way we use the word “gospel” is to speak of one of the four books dealing with the life and teaching of Jesus.  However, when we talk about “believing the gospel,” we are talking about believing the good news about Jesus’ victory over sin and death.


2. Look up each passage, and summarize what each contributes to your understanding of the gospel:
What we are trying to do in this section is to take a look at the gospel from a chronological, narrative, perspective.  Some may not be used to thinking of the gospel from this perspective, but it helps to emphasize that God’s good news has to do not only with God’s gift to you of personal salvation, but his work in history and plan for all of creation.  These verses are a very quick summary of the whole of human history from God’s perspective.
a. Genesis 1:1, 1:26-31 
God created the world, and mankind specifically.  The fact of creation speaks to God’s nature and character; his wisdom, power, and holiness.  It also reminds that he is the owner of all that he has made, and that mankind was not created as a “free agent,” but as subservient to his creator.
Also note the perfection of God’s creation, it was all “very good” (1:31).  God created the world to exist for his glory and in the beginning, it did.
b. Genesis 3:1-19
The story of the fall – how mankind fell into sin, and God’s good creation became corrupted.  Review the story, then note the resulting curse on both men and women, and the human problem of sin and death that results.  As a result of the fall, the human condition is desperate.
But also note, in 3:15, the prophecy of a deliverer to come and rescue mankind from the condition they have placed themselves in.  
c. Matthew 1:21-2
Thousands of years later, mankind is still languishing in their sin.  But Jesus came “to save his people from their sins;” in other words to rescue those whose sin has condemned them to eternal punishment.
d. John 1:7-14
Jesus is identified as the creator God who has made the whole world, yet he came into the world.  God became man in the person of Christ.  Here is good news – that the long-awaited deliverer has arrived, and that all who believe in him are given the right to become children of God.  
e. Mark 15:22-38; 16:1-8
The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  By his separation from the Father and death, Jesus accepted the punishment for all those who would believe and thereby served as their substitute, making it possible for them to have eternal life by believing.
f. Acts 1:1-9
40 days later Jesus ascended to heaven, leaving his followers the mission of being his witnesses in the power of the Holy Spirit.
g. Revelation 21 
After this world passes away, Jesus will reign in the new heavens and new earth, and “those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life” (21:27) will be with him.

3. What does it mean “to believe?” What are some synonyms of the word “believe?”
The word “believe” as it is used in the Bible is synonymous with “trust” and “have faith in” and is closely associated with the concept of “repentance” (which we will talk about more in the later study on ‘Obeying the Savior’). Sometimes we say we “believe” something to be true without personally committing to it or depending on it, such as saying “I believe that Canberra is the capital of Australia” or “I believe that 7 times 6 is 42.”  I believe those things to be true but have no personal commitment or dependence on anyone when I simply believe those facts.   But “believing the gospel” in a saving way include knowledge of the facts about Jesus, approval and agreement with those facts, and trust in Jesus and his work as your only means of gaining God’s approval and avoiding the punishment you deserve.
[Summarized from chp. 35 of Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology, pg. 709ff; it would be helpful if you could read that whole chapter in your preparation]

4. Spend some time looking at Romans 10:5-17.  What does this passage say about how you believe, what you believe, and the results of believing?  What is implied about those who do not believe? How does the passage challenge those who already do believe?  How does this passage inform why “believing the gospel” should be one of our core ministry goals?
· How and what you believe: Recognizing in your heart and confessing in your mouth the good news of the gospel, that Jesus came to earth, rose from the dead, and is Lord.
· The results of believing: You are saved – you will not be put to shame.
· Those who do not: The implication is that the one who does not call on the Lord in belief will not be saved, will be put to shame, will not be justified, so in other words will have to face eternal punishment for their own sins.
· The challenge: Vs. 14-17 – A person cannot believe unless they hear the message of the gospel.  The implication is that those who believe the gospel should proclaim the gospel so that others can hear and believe.
· Why should “believing the gospel” be a core goal?  - Because it is the life or death issue!  If a person believe they will be a part of Christ’s kingdom and live with him for eternity, if they do not believe they will be punished for eternity in Hell.  No issue is more central than believing ourselves and calling others to believe.

5. In your own words, summarize the answer to the question, “What is ‘the gospel?’”
You can do this for yourself!  
I might say:
The gospel is the good news that God is the holy creator of the world, and though man sinned and is therefore condemned to death, God provided through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus a way for people to be forgiven of their sin by trusting in him for forgiveness and to come back and create a new heaven and earth where his people will live for eternity.
Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.
1. Use a Bible study website like ESV.org or BibleGateway.com to search for all the places the word “believe” occurs in the Gospel of John. Read through these verses and note your observation on how they help you understand the idea of “believing the gospel.”

2. Study 1 Corinthians 15, especially 15:1-11.  What were the key elements of the gospel for Paul?

3. Read through the book of Galatians.  Highlight all the times the apostle Paul mentions the “gospel,” and keep a list of observations about what he says about it.

4. Study 2 Corinthians 4:1-7.  What does the passage say about God? About the gospel? About ministry?

5. Read Romans 1, especially 1:16-17.  Note what you learn about the gospel in this passage.

Preview of Next Week
Next week’s small group will continue the study of “Believing the Gospel,” focusing on the continuing importance of believing the gospel for those who are already Christians.

Believing the Gospel, Part 2
Week Two - Small Group Meeting
At your small group meeting, your leader will review the first week’s discussion about “Believing the Gospel.” Then, your group will continue to focus on the first part of the statement, discussing the questions below.
 (see above, review, then jump right in)
Discussion Questions
Write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion.  First think through the answer on your own, then turn to other resources.
These notes are heavily based on Tim Keller, “The Centrality of the Gospel” -  http://bit.ly/keller-centrality
1. Read the following verses and list how the gospel is described in each: 1 Peter 1:12, Romans 1:16, 1 Corinthians 9:23, 2 Corinthians 4:4-6.
· The point – to look at some of the astounding terms the Bible uses to describe the gospel.
· 1 Peter 1:12 – Angels long to look into it all the time
· Romans 1:16 – It does not simply bring us power, but it is the power of God itself
· 1 Corinthians 9:23 - It is also the blessing of God with benefits, which accrue to anyone who comes near
· 2 Corinthians 4:4-6 - It is even called the very light of the glory of God itself
· All of these speak to the power of the gospel as it is at work in our lives – seen even more in the next question…

2. Make some notes about how the gospel is described in Paul’s prayer in Colossians 1:3-8.  What does the gospel do? When does it bear fruit in the life of a believer? 
· You have heard it (1:5); It had come to you (1:5) = you believed; you learned it from Epaphras (1:7)
· The gospel is “bearing fruit” and “growing”
· The “bearing fruit” and “growing” cannot refer to your initial conversion, because it says this has been taking place “since the day you heard it and understood” – in other words, it has continually been bearing fruit and growing in your life since you first believed.
· (Tim Keller): “This text helps us avoid either an exclusively rationalistic or mystical approach to renewal. On the one hand, the gospel has a content--it is profound doctrine. It is truth, and specifically, it is the truth about God’s grace. But on the other hand, this truth is a living power that continually expands its influence in our lives, just as a crop or a tree would grow and spread and dominate more and more of an area with roots and fruit.”

3. What does Colossians 1:6 imply about the means by which Christians grow in Christ throughout their lives? How does this relate to Galatians 3:1-3? To Acts 20:32? 
· Colossians 1:6:
· The text is a statement of the sufficiency of the gospel.
· The influence of believing the gospel in your life can and must continue throughout your lifetime, and it is by this that you put off sin and are conformed into Christ’s image. 
· Galatians 3:1-3
· You were justified by believing the gospel.
· You are not now perfected/sanctified by the flesh – by works, religion, etc.  It would be foolish to think that!
· How then are you sanctified? By believing the gospel – the same way you were justified.
· Acts 20:32
· “word of his grace” = gospel
· Paul commends his brothers leading the church in Ephesus to the God and the gospel.
· He trusts that the gospel is sufficient to build them up and give them their inheritance – and it is for us too!


What common Christian ideas about the gospel and sanctification do these verses correct?
· (see Keller, 1-2)
· “Paul is showing that we never ‘get beyond the gospel’ in our Christian life to something more ‘advanced.’ The gospel is not the first ‘step’ in a ‘stairway’ of truths, rather, it is more like the ‘hub’ in a ‘wheel’ of truth. The gospel is not just the A-B-C’s but the A to Z of Christianity. The gospel is not just the minimum required doctrine necessary to enter the kingdom, but the way we make all progress in the kingdom.”
· “It is very common in the church to think as follows. ‘The gospel is for non-Christians. One needs it to be saved. But once saved, you grow through hard work and obedience.’ But Col.1:6 shows that this is a mistake. Both confession and ‘hard work’ that is not arising from and ‘in line’ with the gospel will not sanctify you--it will strangle you. All our problems come from a failure to apply the gospel.”
· “The main problem, then, in the Christian life is that we have not thought out the deep implications of the gospel, we have not “used” the gospel in and on all parts of our life. Most people’s problems are just a failure to be oriented to the gospel--a failure to grasp and believe it through and through.”
· “Luther says, ‘The truth of the Gospel is the principle article of all Christian doctrine....Most necessary is it that we know this article well, teach it to others, and beat it into their heads continually.’ (on Gal.2:14f)”
· “The gospel is not easily comprehended. Paul says that the gospel only does its renewing work in us as we understand it in all its truth.”
· “All of us, to some degree live around the truth of the gospel but do not ‘get’ it. So the key to continual and deeper spiritual renewal and revival is the continual re-discovery of the gospel. A stage of renewal is always the discovery of a new implication or application of the gospel--seeing more of its truth. This is true for either an individual or a church.”

4. Read Galatians 2:11-21.  What actions of Peter did Paul find objectionable (2:12)? Why did Paul object so strongly (2:14)?  
· What actions of Peter did Paul find objectionable (2:12)?
· He was eating with Gentiles before, but later stopped, manifesting racial pride, cowardice, and hypocrisy
· Why did Paul object so strongly (2:14)?
· Because Peter’s “conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel”
· In other words, the real issue was that Peter was not living out the gospel of grace he claimed to believe.
5. In light of the study so far and Galatians 2, how does the quote below influence your understanding of what it means to be “believing the gospel?”
	Since Paul uses a metaphor for being “in line” with the gospel, we can consider that gospel renewal occurs when we keep from walking “off-line” either to the right or to the left. The key for thinking out the implications of the gospel is to consider the gospel a “third” way between two mistaken opposites that can be called moralism or legalism on the one hand, and hedonism or relativism on the other hand. Another way to put it is: the gospel opposes both religion and irreligion.  But Christians are those who have adopted a whole new system of approach to God. They may have had both religious phases and irreligious phases in their lives. But they have come to see that their entire reason for both their irreligion and their religion was essentially the same and essentially wrong! Christians come to see that both their sins and their best deeds have all really been ways of avoiding Jesus as savior. They come to see that Christianity is not fundamentally an invitation to get more religious. A Christian comes to say: “though I have often failed to obey the moral law, the deeper problem was why I was trying to obey it! Even my efforts to obey it has been just a way of seeking to be my own savior. In that mindset, even if I obey or ask for forgiveness, I am really resisting the gospel and setting myself up as Savior.” To “get the gospel” is to turn from self-justification and rely on Jesus’ record for a relationship with God. The irreligious don’t repent at all, and the religious only repent of sins. But Christians also repent of their righteousness. That is the distinction between the three groups--Christian, moralists (religious), and pragmatists (irreligious).
 – Tim Keller, from “The Centrality of the Gospel”


· In Gal. 2:14 – Peter was not living in step with the truth of the gospel
· We also face the situation of having lifestyles that either are not in step with the truth of the gospel (like Peter), or are demonstrating the gospel’s continuous work (like the Colossians).
· As Keller helpfully pictures it, in every situation there are three possible responses: 1) a religious-legalistic response, 2) a libertarian-irreligious response, 3) a gospel response.
· This is why “believing the gospel” on an ongoing basis must be foundational to who we are as a church, to our relationships, to our sanctification, to our lifestyles. 

6. What is one specific struggle or difficulty for you in life right now? How does/should “believing the gospel” connect with this issue?
· (see the Keller article, mentioned above, for examples).


7. Based on the first two lessons, summarize below why believing the gospel is important for various groups: 
(these answers could be expressed in many ways)
	For unbelievers:
…the way of coming into a reconciled relationship with God, justification and forgiveness.
	For new believers:
… the way to put off the old way of life and put on the new.
	For long-time Christians:
…the way of continuing to grow in Christ and put off sin.
	For you:
…the way to glorify God as you obey the savior and disciple the world in specific areas…


Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.  Don’t feel like you have to work through this list in order, just pick one or more that interests you.

1. Look at Jesus’ parable in Luke 15:11-32.  How do the “prodigal son” and his older brother illustrate a failure to live in step with the truth of the gospel?

2. Read Tim Keller’s article on “The Centrality of the Gospel” (on which this study is based) at http://bit.ly/keller-centrality  

3. Try to think through the following three subjects to come to a gospel-based position. In each case, distinguish the moralist view, the hedonist/relativist view, and a gospel view:

1. How/whether to evangelize non-Christians.

2. How to relate (as adults) to difficult parents.

3. How to regard the poor.

4. Select one personal problem or issue in your life. During the next week, pray and reflect and fill out the following form:

1.  The moralistic way to handle this:

2.  The hedonistic way to handle this:

3. The gospel way to handle this:
Preview of Next Week
Next week’s small group will focus on Obeying the Savior.

Obeying the Savior
Week Three - Small Group meeting
At your small group meeting, your leader will review the second week’s discussion about “Believing the Gospel.” Then, your group will focus on the second part of the statement, discussing the questions below.
Discussion Questions
Write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion.  First think through the answer on your own, then turn to other resources.
I recommended in prep for this discussion you read the introduction to Piper’s What Jesus Demands from the World ( http://bit.ly/jesusdemands ), which discusses what it means to obey Jesus and why that is so important.
1. Look at Matthew 28:20. What is Jesus telling his disciples to do? What does “all that I have commanded you” consist of? Do any particular passages in the gospels come to mind?  Does this mean we don’t have to obey the rest of the Bible?
· Disciples are to “make disciples.”  An important part of that is “teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”
· To begin with, “all that I have commanded you” must include the things that Jesus actually commanded.
· This immediately brings to mind large sections of Jesus’ teaching, like the Sermon on the Mount (Mat. 5-7), Upper Room Discourse (John 13-17), and others.
· Piper’s list of Jesus’ commands includes: you must be born again, repent, come to me, believe in me, love me, listen to me, abide in me, take up your cross and follow me, love God with all your heart soul mind and strength, rejoice and leap for joy, fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell, worship God in Spirit and Truth, always pray and do not lose heart, do not be anxious about the necessities of daily life, do not be anxious about the threats of man, humble yourself by making war on pride, do not be angry, do the will of my father who is in heaven, strive to enter through the narrow door, your righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees, love your enemies, love your neighbor, lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, do not take an oath, what God has joined together let no man separate, render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, do this in remembrance of me, let your light shine before others, make disciples of all nations.
· But why obeying “the Savior”?  What about the rest of Scripture? Remember, “all Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16).  All of the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ (Luk 24:27) and is fulfilled in him (Matt 5:17–20). The rest of the New Testament represents Jesus’ first followers calling people to obey Jesus Christ (1 Pet 1:2) and expounding what that means.  So in light of all this, as we seek to “obey Jesus Christ” we will be obeying all of Scripture.
· Obeying all that Jesus commanded is a lot, but it is also limiting.  The zeal believers must have for obedience is a zeal for all that Jesus commands in Scripture.  The church must not be zealous at all about man-made commandments that some would add on to what Jesus has said.  

2. What are not biblical reasons for “obeying the Savior”?
· Many answers are possible, for example:
· Wrong motivation for obedience: Seeking to earn favor with God. 
· Legalism and works-righteousness seek to find acceptance with God based on keeping the law and doing good.
· But before you are a Christian, obedience cannot make you right with God – our righteousness is not enough! (Isa 64:6)
· This distinguishes Christianity from all other religions. 
· They all teach “I obey, therefore I am accepted by god.” But Christianity says: “I am accepted by God, therefore I obey” (Keller).
· After you become a Christian
· You are not more accepted or more loved by God because of the amount of obedience you can generate. 
· Remember: sanctification is by faith (Gal 3:1-3).
· Wrong motivation for obedience: Obedience that seeks to exalt yourself above others
· Our sinful hearts can be motivated to do the right actions out of a spirit of pride: seeking to exalt ourselves and be thought of in the right way by others.
· We need to learn the lesson of the parable of the Pharisee and tax collector (Luke 18:9-14): “everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
· Wrong motivation for obedience: The “debtor’s ethic” – trying to pay God back 
· John Piper identifies three problems with a gratitude ethic (http://bit.ly/piperfreedom):
· 1. When joyful delight in someone’s generosity becomes a feeling we have to pay back, what was a free gift becomes a business transaction.
· 2. The work of Jesus Christ on the cross is totally sufficient to cover our debt. If we attempt to increase the deposit made for us by adding our gratitude to the account, it diminishes the cross.
· 3. The gratitude ethic thinks of God’s work for us as only past: God has done so much for me, so now I will do things for him. But God’s work for us is past, present, and future, and even our gifts to God are gifts from God (John 15:5; Gal 5:22; Phil 3:3; Heb 13:21).
3. Why is obeying the Savior so important?  List the reason(s) given by each verse.  For each, give an example of how that reason for obedience impacts your day-to-day Christian life.

a. Matthew 28:18-20_____________________________________________________
Jesus has been given “all authority in heaven and on earth,” and he has commanded us to make disciples “teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you.”
b. Matthew 5:16________________________________________________________
Doing obedient good works is missional – when we obey it causes others to give glory to the Father.
c. Matthew 7:21-27______________________________________________________
The one who does the will of God (i.e. obeys) will enter the kingdom of heaven.  Obedience results in assurance.
d. Can you think of any other verses / reasons?                 

4. What does “obeying the Savior” mean for someone who is not a Christian?  Should we talk about “obeying the Savior” with non-Christians? If not, why? If so, how?
· Since Jesus desires and demands that everyone become his disciple, and learn to observe all he commanded (Matt 28:19-20), his commands toward his disciples must also be meant for all the people of the world. With Jesus’ supreme, he calls all to follow him, and all must learn what that means.
· However, it is possible can “obey” many of Jesus’ commands without believing the gospel. And this is of no merit. So, in talking about obeying the Savior with non-Christians, we ought to graciously point out to them how they fall short of God’s commands and call them to belief in the gospel.
5. In the actual practice of your life, how does “obeying the Savior” relate to “believing the gospel?”  Think of some specific examples.
· (review previous week’s discussion about the importance of believing the gospel for Christians) 
· Probe for examples of how participants’ actual conduct is affected not by just by moralism or desire to be good but by the gospel.
6. One major section of Jesus’ teaching is found in the “Sermon on the Mount,” Matthew 5-7.  Read this passage, be ready to share with the group one particular verse/idea you need to grow in obedience to. 
· For example, “Matthew 6:1-4 talks about giving without seeking the recognition of people. I realize that though I do try to be generous, in my heart I feel pride when I give and do want others to recognize. So I am seeking to apply the gospel in that area of my life and be generous for the glory of God alone.”
Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.  Don’t feel like you have to work through this list in order, just pick one or more that interests you.
1. Why is it important to consider the meaning and motivation of Jesus’ commands in connection with the person and work of Jesus?  Think about this for a while, then look at the introduction to John Piper’s book What Jesus Demands from the World for a helpful perspective (available as a free download at http://bit.ly/jesusdemands).

2. Read the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7) asking the question: “how should obeying the Savior relate to assurance of salvation?” Take some notes on what you learn.


Preview of Next Week
Next week’s small group will focus on Discipling the World.

Discipling the World
Week Four - Small Group Meeting
At your small group meeting, your leader will review the third week’s discussion about “Obeying the Savior.” Then, your group will focus on the third part of the statement, discussing the questions below.
Discussion Questions
Write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion.  First think through the answer on your own, then turn to other resources.
1. What is discipleship? 
· The word “disciple” most basically means “pupil” or “learner.”  
· To become a disciple was a common phenomenon in the ancient world.  Many philosophers and rabbis had them (remember some of Jesus’ disciples formerly followed John the Baptist).
· A disciple is someone who has a master who they follow, learn from, and seek to become like.  Our mission in this world is to call people into this relationship with Jesus Christ.
· They must involve their mind and be taught and learn to follow and obey Christ. Disciples are those who hear, understand, believe and obey Jesus’ own teaching.
· Everyone who becomes a Christian, then, becomes a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
· Discipleship is an ongoing process of learning (and being taught) to believe the gospel and obey all that Jesus commanded.  
· Discipleship will never be complete during any person’s life on earth, because belief and obedience will never be fully realized.  Yet even as we walk the road of discipleship ourselves, it is our mission to lead others down this road.
· To make a disciple, there is no quick fix or short circuit.  It is a costly business.  It is slow, it is life-to-life, it is person-to-person.
· In its most basic form, discipleship is nothing more than building a true friendship with a spiritual basis. At the core of the relationship is an openness about spiritual issues, and purposeful engagement centered on belief in the gospel and obedience to Jesus’ teaching.

2. Compare Matthew 28:20 with 2 Timothy 2:1-2.  What do these passages suggest about why Christians ought to both disciple others and be disciples themselves? What do these passages suggest should be the goal of discipleship?  Then, what do Hebrews 3:12-13 and Proverbs 27:5-6 add?
· Jesus commissioned his followers to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19). 
· Looking at this passage grammatically, what Jesus is not doing is giving four tasks.
· He is not saying that you need to #1 Go, #2 Make Disciples, #3 Baptize, and #4 Teach.  Where he places all the emphasis is on the verb “make disciples.”  “Make disciples” is one word in the original Greek, grammatically the main verb of the sentence. 
· Grammatically, the verb “make disciples” is an imperative: a command Jesus expects to be followed. The other activities, going, baptizing, and teaching, are participles which are subordinate to the main verb, which mean that those activities are smaller components of the larger task of making disciples.  
· Jesus is saying that the job he is giving to his disciples, their mission, is to make disciples.  
· Since Jesus’ disciples were to teach their disciples to obey all he commanded – including this command – making disciples is something we are to do as well.
· Making disciples is not the task of an elite few in the church, but is the call of all. 
· There is an ongoing need to learn to obey Jesus.  The way he has designed for this to come about is through being taught by those who have learned already.
· We need to be taught ourselves, and we have a responsibility to teach others.  
· Timothy was to teach based on what he had heard and learned – we need to learn so that we can teach. 
· But note that Timothy was passing on truth even as he was learning it. The two steps should not be thought of as independent.
· Don’t wait until you are at some advanced stage of discipleship before helping someone else: teach what you know.
· The goal: disciples should be obeying the Savior and teach others to do so.
· “Discipleship” that results in change other than obedience to Christ and discipleship of others – accomplishing only more head knowledge, skill for ministry, or life enhancement - is not discipleship at all.
· Hebrews 3:12-13: What kind of heart falls away from God? The kind that doesn’t have others exhorting it and encouraging it.
· Proverbs 27:5-6: We need people to point out our blind spots, the flaws in our thinking.  We need people who are willing to wound us.
3. What does Matthew 28:18-20 say about who should we disciple? About where we should disciple?
· Look to the first word of vs. 19: “Go” 
· Again, the emphasis is not so much as a separate command to go, but the idea that “going” is a part of the mission of making disciples.
· In other words, you don’t just hang out at home waiting for disciples to come to you, but you need to go find some!  Don’t be content just to hang out with your little group, go out and make some more disciples.
· You can’t make disciples if you don’t go.  And you don’t have to go far, but you have to go somewhere.  Jesus helps us understand where to go a little further on:
· vs. 19, “make disciples of all nations”
· The idea of a “nation” here is not necessarily a geographical country, but a “people group,” or a body of people with a common language or culture or heritage.
· Jesus had a love for all people, and a desire for all to come to him.  He does not want his followers to be confined to people from one nation, but desires people from every nation under heaven to become his disciples.
· In order for this to happen, the gospel must be proclaimed to all of these nations, and in order for that to happen, someone who believes the gospel must go there (wherever “there” is) and proclaim it.
· vs. 18 The word “all” dominates vv. 18-20 and ties these verses together. “All authority,” “all nations,” “all things,” “all the days.”  Jesus doesn’t just want a few people from a few places, but he wants to call all people from all places.
· A church’s mission must be bigger than its own neighborhood, or its own city. A church must see the entire earth as its mission field, which will require some to leave homelands to go be a part of God’s work with another people.	
· But Jesus’ main focus remains on the task of all believers to duplicate themselves wherever they may be.
· Jesus restates the idea in Acts 1:8: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
· His point: witnesses to the end of the earth are necessary, but these disciples were also called to be witnesses in Jerusalem, where they were at the moment.
· So to be a faithful missionary, you don’t need to move to Africa or China. Wherever God has placed you, you are a missionary there.
· It is your job to make others what you are – a disciple of Jesus Christ.
· Remember, this was not a comfortable charge for the disciples Jesus was speaking to.
· He was calling these Jews to go to Gentiles (the people they didn’t want to have anything to do with!).
· But this is how Jesus lived his life on earth.  He didn’t only look for the people who looked like him – the religious Jewish people. He made disciples among the outcasts – the Samaritans, the tax collectors, the drunks, the prostitutes (cf. Mt. 9:11-13).
· If we are going to make disciples of sinners, we are going to have to spend time with sinners. Staying in a Christian bubble is not a faithful lifestyle.
4. What was Jesus’ strategy in discipling his disciples (passages that might help: Matthew 6:7-15; 10:1-42; 28:18-20; Mark 3:14; John 13:1-20)? Which aspects of what he did can we try to replicate?
· Jesus spent a great deal of time guiding and instructing his disciples.  (Now he sends them out to do the same). 
· There are important differences between us and Jesus: We are not God, we do not know the thoughts of men, we are sinful and imperfect in our discipleship.  He sought obedience to himself – we are seeking obedience to him, not to us.
· But there are aspects of Jesus’ method we can seek to reproduce:
· He focused on people (not programs)
· He chose a few
· He lived life with them
· He served them and sacrificed for them
· He showed them how to live; pray, use the Scriptures
· He gave them work to do, and checked back on them
· He expected them to reproduce

5. How is the task of making disciples the same or different when working with believers versus unbelievers?  In regard to discipling unbelievers, how does this differ from how you have normally thought of evangelism?
· Similarities:
· All people, regardless of whether or not they are yet a Christian, whether or not they look like us, whether they live near us or around the world, must either become a disciple of Jesus Christ or grow in their discipleship. 
· With all people, the life-on-life method is basically the same.
· With all, the goal is basically the same – to teach people to take the next steps forward in their relationship with and obedience to Christ.
· With both believers and unbelievers, our relationships have the deliberate goal of discipleship.
· Distinctions
· With unbelievers, the first goal is salvation resulting in baptism.
· Jesus said “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you”
· Our task is to make disciples, and we are also given two components of that task, #1 baptizing, and #2 teaching
· In order for someone to be a disciple, they have to be both baptized and taught.  But what does this mean?
· The idea of baptism is that we are to lead people to Christ, people whose salvation is genuine enough for them to desire to make a public confession of their union with Christ in his death and resurrection.
· Though baptism is not a work required for salvation, for Jesus and the apostles it automatically followed that if someone believed they would immediately be baptized. If someone is not willing to be baptized, they have not become a disciple (Acts 2:38; 8:12).
· So what Jesus is saying is, that as we go and make disciples, a critical part of the process is starting people down that road, which results in baptism. 
· But that’s not the end of discipleship, because it must go on to teaching them to obey.
· So we make disciples of unbelievers by entering into their lives, patiently teaching them the significance of Christ and his gospel, and calling them to believe and then learn to obey. We disciple our fellow Christians by directing them, in the particular situations of their life, to believe the gospel and obey Jesus Christ. 
· Making disciples, biblically understood, is very different from how churches in previous generations have thought of evangelism.
· For some, evangelism has been thought of as a ministry that you do at a particular time on the schedule. So you “go out witnessing” and pass out tracts or confront people with a planned presentation.
· But compared to that approach, discipleship is slower, more relational, more intentional, more integrated into every aspect of life.
6. What are some specific examples of how you have benefited from discipleship or been used in discipling others? On the other hand, in your experience what are obstacles to being involved in faithful discipleship?
(A subjective question – thoughts may vary)
A few objections that might be raised:
· “Nobody has asked offered to disciple me” - 1) Remember discipleship manifests itself different ways, not always official; 2) Have you ever taken initiative to ask anyone to disciple you?
· “I feel too overwhelmed when I think about discipleship to make the attempt.” - We don’t all need to make hundreds of disciples.  Can you have a friendship with one person in which you talk about Jesus and point them toward him? Start there, with one! 
· “I can’t do discipleship, because I’m not an extrovert” - Do you think Jesus knew that not all of his followers would be extroverted people that loved to have conversations with total strangers? Yet he still gave us all the command to make disciples.   Jesus is not saying that you have to pretend to be somebody you’re not, but he is saying that if you are a Christian, you are called to the missionary task of disciple-making.
· “I give money to missions, so I have fulfilled my responsibility” -  It is great for you to help somebody else obey the Great Commission, with your time or your money.  But helping others obey the Great Commission is not by itself obedience to the Great Commission (just like if you encouraged someone else to “rejoice in the Lord always” but did not do so yourself).  
· “I’ve tried to be discipled or to disciple someone, but it didn’t go anywhere.”
· Are you living out Hebrews 10:24? 
· This verse is a measuring stick for us.  Is this happening in your relationships?  When you interact with people, are you stirring them up to love and good works?  Are you encouraging?
· Don’t think you are plugged in to the body of Christ because you showed up at small group.  The question is, are stirring others on to love and good deeds?
· Are your relationships connecting specific Scriptures to specific areas of life?
· It can be as simple as asking a few basic questions.
· First, what is this person facing in life?  What is their greatest struggle and need right now? Where will they face today’s crucial choices? 
· What does God say that speaks directly into what they are facing?

7. What is the relationship of discipleship to believing the gospel?
The gospel is both the motivation and content of discipleship.
· It is the motivation, because:
· (cf. “Obeying the Savior” discussion) – We have been saved unto obedience and discipleship.  We do not disciple to earn God’s favor but because we have it.
· All of the reasons why we don’t want to be sacrificially involved in discipleship -because we are self-focused, because we don’t want to be uncomfortable, we don’t want to give up our comfort, we don’t want to give up our time, we don’t want to reveal ourselves – are all set aside by understanding the gospel.
· See the argument in John 15:12-14: 1) Love others as Christ loved you; 2) the greatest love is laying down your life for your friends; therefore 3) Christ showed the greatest possible love, 4) therefore we should show the greatest possible love.  Lesser to the greater – if you would lay your life down, what else might you be willing to do.  Could you listen to someone talk for a couple hours? Could you tell someone something they need to hear?  Could you have someone over for dinner? 
· It is the content, for all the reasons we discussed in our “believing the gospel” discussion – the primary need of both believers and unbelievers is the gospel.

8. For Jesus, where does “discipling the world” rank in terms of the priority of what his followers should be doing?
· As you look at Matt 28:16-20, how many assignments do you see?  There is just one.  It says “make disciples.”  That’s it.  There are not many missions of the church, there is just one mission of the church.
· There are many different strategies we might employ for trying to accomplish this task, but we have not been given a whole list of things to do – just the one – making disciples.
· When we don’t understand what our mission is, we don’t understand where we need to be devoting our time and energy and resources.  We can waste a lot of effort if we are spending it in the wrong places.
· And that is why Jesus takes the occasion of his last words to give this commission (cf. Acts 1:8, Luk 24:47-48, Jn 20:21)
· John MacArthur said, “Fellowship, teaching, and praise are not the mission of the church but are rather the preparation of the church to fulfill its mission of winning the lost. And just as in athletics, training should never be confused with or substituted for actually competing in the game, which is the reason for all the training.” - http://bit.ly/1NiTn6h
· We must not become so addicted to the ‘how’ of local church life that we forget the ‘why’. We make disciples.  That is the job Jesus has given us.  Whatever other fields we touch as we seek to be faithful to the scriptures and faithful to our mission, so be it.  But those things must never become the mission in their own right.
10. How do you think a Small Group can facilitate and encourage discipling the world?
· Jesus assumed that God created us to live life with others
· Needing and wanting spiritual friends is a sign of spiritual maturity - not of weakness but of health.
· Paul speaks of these things in the church, which you can see by working backwards through Ephesians 4:11-16: The goal is for the body to build itself up in love as it works properly (4:16). The body grows up into Christ the head. The means is speaking the truth in love. How does this happen? By the shepherds and teachers equipping saints to do ministry and build the body. What if you don’t? Vs. 14 - tossed to and fro, etc. The body needs to grow, and it grows through the way we talk.
· Some people have gotten to a place where they feel like they don’t need or want friends and discipleship relationships – but there is no way you can have Biblical Christianity without this.
· Any view of the Spirit’s work in your life that leaves out friendship, iron sharpening iron, of really being open to each other, doesn’t understand the power of Christian friendship
· We need to make sure the time we have together is both characterized by discipleship and leading to other opportunities for discipleship – not just involving the leader, but all of us.
Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.  Don’t feel like you have to work through this list in order, just pick one or more that interests you.
1. Read 1 & 2 Timothy, keeping a list of all you learn about the relationship between Paul & Timothy.  What lessons can you bring into your ministry of discipleship?

2. Read the book The Master Plan of Evangelism, by Robert Coleman.  This is an excellent book describing the way Jesus trained his disciples, and implications for the way we disciple others. 






For the Glory of God
Week Five – Small Group meeting
This small group meeting will focus on the motive of glorifying God in all we do, discussing the questions below.
Note: this section is dependent on the booklet John Hannah, How Do We Glorify God? Basics of the Reformed Faith Series. (Phillipsburg, NJ, P&R), 2008. If possible, reading this booklet would be helpful preparation for leading this study.
Introduction
· Historical background:
· The teaching of the Reformation was focused on the five “solas” (=“alone”)
1. Scripture alone – God’s word is the foundation of all
2. Christ alone – he is the only means of salvation
3. Grace alone – we do not seek God, rather he saves apart from our effort
4. Faith alone – faith is a gift from God, embracing what he has done
5. Glory to God alone
· The last point, Glory to God alone, “is the logical implication of the other four points, a call to a radical vision of God-centered living in all of life’s many facets. The glory of God alone implies the right purpose for all of life – a God- centered purpose. All who share this radical view of Christianity make God’s glory the ultimate purpose of life, not their own self-fulfillment or self-realization” (Hannah, 9)
· Theological background – There are several significant nuances of “glory” terminology throughout the Bible:
· “Glory is used to express God’s internal qualities or attributes. It refers to such essential aspects of his being as excellency, dignity, worthiness, greatness, or beauty. In this sense the term implies being weighty (a literal meaning of the Hebrew word for glory), much like some people today speak of something that is important to them as being ‘heavy.’” (Hannah, 10-11)
· “Another important use of the term is the display or shining out of God ‘s internal qualities. Used this way, ‘glory of God’ can imply a visible exhibition, an effulgent brightness, or a display of his excellencies. Ezekiel was using the word this way when he wrote, ‘I saw the glory of the God of Israel coming from the east. His voice was like the roar of rushing waters, and the land was radiant with his glory’ (Ezek 43:2).” (Hannah, 11)
· “In the Scriptures, the phrases ‘name of God’ and ‘glory of God’ are often used synonymously. In Psalm 8:1 David wrote, ‘O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.’ Used this way, God’s name can refer both to his internal qualities and to the revelation or exhibition of them. In Exodus 33:19 God told Moses, ‘I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence.’” (Hannah, 11)
Discussion Questions
Then, write out answers to these questions in preparation for your small group discussion:  
1. Read Isaiah 43:1-7.  Why did God create the world? How do Isaiah 43:20-21, 44:23, and 48:9-11 help answer that question? What is wrong with the world (Rom 3:23)?
· In Isa 43:7, Yahweh is speaking to Israel. His people are described as those “whom I created for my glory”
· In other words, the purpose for which people were created is to bring glory to God
· Do you remember the first question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism? “What is the chief end of man? To glorify God and enjoy him forever.”  This is why we were made.
· Isa 43:20-21 emphasizes that God intends to receive glory from his creation.
· 43:21 speaks of “the people whom I formed for myself that they might declare my praise”
· This verse speaks to one element of how we fulfill our purpose of glorifying God – by declaring the excellencies of his character and his mighty acts in history – this is not so much singing worship songs but announcing the supreme Godlikeness of God.
· Isa 44:23 – God “will be glorified in Israel”
· Isa 48:9-11 is a very important passage:
· The word “my” occurs seven times – Yahweh is jealous for his own honor, for the glory of his name. 
· He intends for the world to bring glory and honor to him, and will not tolerate that not happening.
· This goes beyond “What is the chief end of man?” to ask the question “What is the chief end or purpose of God?”  “God’s chief end is to be known in all his glory” (Hannah, 11).
· “But what if someone says ‘If God receives praise from his creatures when they reflect God’s nature back upon himself, is this not the vanity of seeking popular applause?’ Jonathan Edwards’s reply is that the desire of praise is not itself evil. It is sin only when the desire for praise is rooted in unworthiness. This is not the case with God since praise accorded to him is entirely just and right. Edwards writes, ‘A being that loves himself, necessarily loves love to himself. If holiness in God consists chiefly in love to himself, holiness in the creature must chiefly consist in love to him. And if God loves holiness in himself, he must love it in the creature.’” (Hannah, 15)
· “The Bible teaches that self is not the center. Life is not about a lakefront home, extensive vacations’ or an early retirement. It is about who God is, what his interests and desires are, and how we can bring our lives into conformity to him. We are happiest when we live in conformity to God’s desires for us.” (Hannah, 16)
·  “If you really believe this, all the rivers of your thinking run toward God. If you do not, all the rivers run toward man.” (John Piper, God’s Passion for His Glory, 141 n.21).
· Rom 3:23 – summarizes the central dilemma of humanity – through sin, all “fall short of the glory of God” – they do not honor him or esteem him as he created them to do.
· “Sin is mankind’s willful choice, in spite of the unceasing mercies and kindnesses of God, to refuse to honor him by reflecting his character. God made us for that supreme purpose, but we determined to go the way of our own selfish preoccupations. Any action that does not reflect the character of the Creator in its motive and consequences is sin. To spurn God’s glory and act in our own self-interests is an assault on God’s prerogative.” (Hannah, 22)

2. Read Ephesians 1:3-15.  What is God’s purpose in salvation? How do you see this purpose repeatedly expressed in this passage?
· God’s plan of salvation is not primarily about the benefits to you, but about the Glory of his name.
· See 1:6 – we are predestined “to the praise of his glorious grace”
· 1:12 – the purpose of our inheritance is so that “we might be to the praise of his glory” – i.e. live our lives to bring him glory.
· 1:14 – sealed by the Spirit “to the praise of his glory.”
· God’s purpose in salvation is to bring himself glory through you – to restore you to the purpose for which he created you.
3. What was Jesus’ purpose for coming in relation to God (John 7:18)? In relation to humans (Rom 15:8-9)?
· In relation to God (John 7:18): Jesus came to seek the glory of the one who sent him – he wanted to bring honor to the Father.
· In relation to humans (Rom 15:8-9): Jesus came so that the Gentiles (i.e. us) might glorify God for his mercy.  Again – gentiles are currently not glorifying God – but when they are saved it is possible for them to do so.
4. What is Jesus’ goal for our lives? (John 17:24)
· To see his glory (17:24), to receive his glory (17:22), and thus to show his glory (17:23)
· “It is important that we have a firm understanding of what it means to please God. To state it succinctly, God is only pleased with that which is in perfect agreement with his perfections. God is only glorified in himself either in beholding his innate triune perfections within his own being or observing himself through his creation. Truly pleasing God from the creature’s perspective means being like God in moral and spiritual qualities.” (Hannah, 26)
5. In the context of the above questions, what do you think 1 Corinthians 10:31 means? List five very specific ways in which this command applies to your life.
· [Start by reading the verse in your group]
· The instruction is clear – do everything to bring glory to God.  This applies – to family life; to leisure time; to your marriage; to your job; to your church ministry involvement; to your conversations – everywhere.
· Group leaders: think through personal implications of this for you and share with the group areas where you are convicted.
· Or, as a group take a particular situation (e.g. financial trial; spouse communicating poorly to you; illness) and discuss how you can bring glory to God in this situation.
· “One’s perspective on work can be utterly transformed-from the drain of repetitious tasks, whether it be consulting the same people or changing an array of diapers and preparing meals, to the purposeful insight that my work is my gift to God. It is a means whereby I can glorify him. By revealing his character on the road to the office or at a child’s athletic or play practices, I can now confidently know that wherever I am and whatever task I am doing, I am doing it for the God who alone I am seeking to honor. Does Christ see himself in my attitudes concerning the work he has given me to do? It is a transforming thought that life is not about money, easy circumstances, or early retirement; it is about God seeing himself in our everyday tasks by how we do them” (Hannah, 38)
· “When I rise in the morning and bow my heart and mind before God, I generally begin to form my thoughts around one question. I ask God, “Will you grant me the privilege of glorifying you today?” I do not begin by discussing the tasks and duties that may fill a particular day, because the purpose for living is not duties. Duties, conversations, and deadlines are vehicles by which I am able to display the character of God. However, this is not the end for which God ordains the gift of every new day. God ultimately desires that he would see himself in me each day. Then, at the end of the day when I often in weariness fall into bed, I reserve enough energy to ask another question: “Have you, O God, seen yourself in what I said, thought, and did today? Did I care for others the way you would have?” Through these questions I find the answers to the greatest of all life’s questions: Did I fulfill my destiny today? Did I glorify God? Did God see his character in my attitudes and actions?” (Hannah, 40)
6. Read Matthew 5:16. What is Jesus’ desired result in this verse, and how does he intend for it to be brought about? (see also 1 Pet 2:12)
· Remember Rom. 15:8-9 – Jesus came so that the Gentiles can glorify God for his mercy.
· In Mat 5:16, the goal is the same: others (non-Christians) giving glory to your father in Heaven.
· But in this case, the means for the goal to be brought about is your good works.  Through our works, we can display the glory of God and lead others to glorify him.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why is it important to talk “believing the gospel, obeying the Savior, and discipling the world” together with remembering the glory of God as the motive for all we do?
· As we have studied, it is very, very, important that the church be characterized by all three of our goals: believing the gospel, obeying the savior, and discipling the world.
· But those goals must not become the end of all that we do.  The ultimate end of all we do, the end God created us for, is to bring him Glory.  That must be the true goal of all we do in the church.
· We believe Glorifying God must be the motive of all we do in the church, and believing the gospel, obeying the savior, and discipling the world are ways we can bring him glory.

Conclusion:
Read – Romans 11:36 – a call to a profoundly God-centered approach to life.
Suggestions for Further Study
These optional assignments are not for discussion at small group (though your leader may choose to touch on one of them), but are primarily to give you ideas about how you might take this study further in your own devotional times.  Don’t feel like you have to work through this list in order, just pick one or more that interests you.
1. Study some of the biblical passages on this list, from Desiring God, of Biblical Texts to Show God’s Zeal for His Own Glory: http://tinyurl.com/2yh59p

2. Read the article by John Piper, “Fifteen Implications of God’s Glory”: 
http://bit.ly/piper-15implications




Conclusion:
I hope this study has been a benefit to you and those you walked through it with. Please send me a note to let me know how God used the study, and any questions or ideas to improve future editions: drz@ewz.com – Dr. Z.
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